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Saint Stephen’s Way is an active non-profit 501(c)(3) Corporation, Federal Identifi-
cation Number 45-5390085, providing affordable housing with supportive services to
homeless families with schoolchildren in Brevard County, Florida.

1°° Operating Year: Changing Lives

“We’ve had a year of growth with our residents and learned a lot,”
says Eddie Struttmann, SSWay President, “so, we’ve identified and ad-
dressed some needs.” For example, SSWay hired its own Case Manager (article
top of p. 2) dedicated to helping each family develop a tailored action plan for
achieving their goals toward self-sufficiency.

Andrea Scott, SSWay Executive Di-
rector, adds: ‘“We’re reevaluating the
logistics of changing the trajectory of
peoples lives so they become successful |
and self-sustaining.” Andrea continues,
“We are working to help school kids and
teens get back on grade level. We have daily
homework assistance and a computer
lab available to students’ (right photo).

SSWay is indeed making a big difference.
“We continue to build community
among the families here,” Eddie empha-
sizes. ‘““We are changing lives.”

Help Us Fulfill a Child’s Christmas Wish!

For Christmas last year, Jock Walker (SSWay Board member)
donned the jolly old elf’s costume and played Santa for the children
g at SSWay. Andrea Scott remembers, “We had Santa in a
Christmas setting for kids could get their picture with him.
Then each child received a gift from Santa.” While that gift
process worked, this year Andrea has a new idea.

“This year, ‘CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS’ will con-
sider each child’s specific gift request.”” Andrea has
collected a Top 3 Gifts wish list from every child or parent for
the youngest. Ages range from 6 months to 18 years.

“We want each of our 110 children to re-
dceive a gift from their wish list.”

HELP US MAKE THEIR WISH COME TRUE!

ONLINE to our Holiday Giving Tree: (signup.com/go/pyT Gisq),
or CALL |EMAIL Andrea Scott (321-770-4991, Andrea@ssway.org) ]



tel:(321)345-7819
mailto:office@ssway.org

SSWay’s Own Case Manager Hired! ['Whare is

“l first worked as a cardiac nurse for 10 years,” says Debbie Cobb,
SSWay’s new Case Manager. “l worked closely with social workers and the
Ilked it, so | decided to go back to school.” Debbie earned Bachelor and

P Master degrees from the University of Central Florida
in 2017. She then worked with Volunteers of Ameri- Donate Now

ca, engaging those in need. “l like how this job en-
compasses everything I’'ve done in my past
=2 work with homeless people, and | prefer work- BUttOn....

/8 ing with families.”

Debbie really likes how nice SSWay’s campus is. | .,.ON SSWay’s
“It’s so different from homeless residences I've expe-

rienced before, more like a nice apartment complex.” New Website!

Debbie started work 6 October. “| sent out a ‘Here’s who | am’ email to resi-
dents, and half replied—they are so nice! ” She also made calls to introduce herself | Check it out here:
and is knocking on doors as needed. “I’m going to meet with everyone once
a month to make an assessment. First, I’'ll work with them to fill out a Yy
goals worksheet, and also do a career assessment to see what they’re staYoO g
interested in.” Helping families become self-supporting depends on each family’s
situation. “Some people will take longer figuring out what they want to do, then 2
we'll help them do that. | make sure they have all the info, services, counseling, Comments CU
training, education, and assistance with necessary applications.” Email them to:

Asked about SSWay’s staff and Executive Board, she says, “lI have never met Iarrygsills@aol.com
so many nice people at one time! Everyone seems very genuine—I feel

very welcomed and it’s really comforting.”” Welcome aboard, Debbie!

Happenings & Events on SSWay’s Campus

So many things have been happening on the SSWay campus that we cannot fit
them all in one newsletter, so here are the highlights!

» First Ever Easter Egg Hunt (19 April)

The Saturday before Easter Sunday this year, kids scram- 5 “ g !
& bled (right photo) to gather their share of ﬁ
" eggs and goodies! Thanks go to Our _’r»;i‘m' -
Lady of Lourdes Catholic School forz"\v Al Al
~ donating 110 Easter baskets—one for J# L
every SSWay child. : /

And thanks to Candace Mulvaney =
and the Space Coast Association of . L
* Realtors Foundation (left photo) that o ot O P o
prOVIded sandwiches, fruit, and snacks to =2 LS L ‘a split second after*
. help bring tasty and nutritious “Easter joy” to everyone that day.

>jakub’ s Landing Dedication (10 May)

A beautiful spring day blessed those gathered for the dedication =
of Jakub’s Landing (story in Newsletter #18, p. 4). Rev. Scott Clrce, = ‘
from Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, performed a rite '
of blessing on the Landing. The dedication was bittersweet with =
heartfelt speeches, stories, laughter, and tears—a beautiful reminde
of the impact one life can make.

Everyone there took some time to experience the new landing,
and some enjoyed fishing (that’s what it’s for!). (continued on p. 3...) ¢




(“Jakub’s Landing Dedication” continued from p. 2)

Jakub’s family originated the idea for the Landing. Jeff Roselip offered’ ; di
these thoughtful words after the dedication: ‘“Jakub’s Landing is a Jakub's Landing

place of both famlly fun and reverence. Everyone who steps out there is | EERLERI SRSy
oy Jakub Roselip, a young man who

' . found peace and redemption

/ beauty. | get a lot of pleasure see- in his Christian faith.

* ing people fishing and enjoying Jakub had a strong desire to help

7 i i others grow and improve on their

Bt Fhelr Flme .together on t,he La”‘?‘ life's journey. May this peaceful place

% ing with friends and family. It is | BT LU C UGB A TS

e fan amazing place to sit, re- "l can do all things through Christ who

7 (@ flect, and slow things down to | T EUE RSN EERE!
‘A ponder and appreciate every- | BT IO e

thing that God has made for (11/28/1997 -12/25/2023)

us. | always feel Jakub’s presence SAINT

STEPHEN'S
» - ! ‘Yiwhen | am out there, and | am S WAY
forever grateful for the 26 years God shared Jakub with us.’

» First Teen Milestones at the Holman Center (30 May)

Some teen residents have giving the community reason to be proud. Congrats to Hailie and Har-
mony (left photo), SSWay’s newest high school graduates. And special honors to Edrick “CJ”’ Hall
w“ b (nght photo), the 6’1” 175lbs 10th grader who
is Melbourne High’s varsity football quarter-
back sensation. CJ has already
received his first NCAA Divi-
'sion 1 college football offer
. from Jacksonville State Univer- 8
sity. (Google Edrick CJ Hall and
watch some game clips... Wow!)

A Teen Night celebration -
for all teens was held at the &%=
Holman Center May 30™. Teens and vqunteers enjoyed food,

[ M8 music, games, and the debut of our new XBox video game
system—a huge hit with the teens! It was a night of fun and games where everybody wins!

Thank you, SSWay staff and volunteers, for helping our teens make memories to treasure.

» Campus “Summer Camp”’’ (9 June to 11 Aug)

Nine days after school ended, SSWay’s Summer Camp fun started! Andrea
Scott Executive Director, oversaw the activities. “l brought in a parttime employee,
; T e 7 - Ashawna Keibler, to help with

Summer Camp.”

Volunteers Jimmy Martelli,
Clyde Bridge, Veronica Richard- @
son, and others helped kids with
fishing twice a week.” (left photo) NJi
Betsy Heath led arts & crafts |}
classes twice a week (p. 4).

Many other activities filled!

Two hoops |
at once!

thesummer (nght photo) Tom Ghesqmere cooked burgers & ‘dogs Wednesdays for lunch. Thank you all
for bringing summertime joy and learning to SSWay’s kids in our first ever Summer Camp!

- MISSED PAST NEWSLETTERS’ See the bottom of
this Web Page: https:/Issway.orglevents-news/




4th Annual Homes for Hope Breakfast Success

The event happened 1 May at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club. ‘It was one of the biggest fundraisers of
the year,” says Debbie Strawhand, Director of Development. “We had 36 new donors and
raised more than $79,000.” Thanks to committee members and volunteers that made it possible!

Watch for the springtime 2026 5th Annual Homes for Hope Breakfast date to be posted
both on ssway.org and on the St. Stephens Way Facebook page.

SSWay’s SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON ...
VOLUNTEER: BETSY HEATH

at SSWay every Tuesday since then, and twice a week during Summer Camp,”
says Betsy. She never knows who will show up, but welcomes kids of all ages! “I try to
make it interesting, like doing 3D paper art. Sometimes we paint, but that can get |
messy.” (For kids, messy means more fun!) Thank you, Betsy, for making art FUN!

Our Lady of Lourdes continues to share their love in tangi-
ble ways. Recent examples are their donation of 110 Easter bas-
kets so the children living at SSWay can enjoy the first on-
. campus Easter Egg Hunt (p. 2), including personal care items for]
= families. The school also bestowed 75 new backpacks for SSWay’s
“~ schoolchildren. Thank you Donna Witherspoon, school Principal,
/A and your team of students and parents for your generosity!

HONOREE: MONSIGNOR DAVID PATRICK PAGE

On 16 June this year, Monsignor Page died at the age of 93. He preferred
to be called Father Page, rather than the honorary title Monsignor. He served as pastor |
of Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in Indialantic from 1987 through his retirement
in 2010. Fr. Page then continued serving his community by presiding in Masses, minis-
tering to the sick and hospitalized, those in nursing homes, and the homebound.

SSWay was honored to be among beneficiaries of Fr. Page’s estate and |
received a very generous donation from the disbursement of his invest-
ments. We are deeply grateful for his gracious gift to SSWay’s mission.

On-Campus Playground & Basketball Court'

This year, Playlofts installed a playground and donors provided a g
basketball court. The top-notch “Dominator” goal, nicknamed “Freddie’s hoops,” &%
. _ honors the donor’s late husband. The

- concrete pad was provided by Chris
Wright’s company, American Build-|
¥ ing and Contracting. Also contrib-
A" uting, ten new donors at the ™
\ Boots & Bling Gala in February.

These material additions to our [
ampus provide recreational fun for§




